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RAMELIUS RESOURCES — GREENFINCH PROJECT — EREMOPHILA RESINOSA 

Statement 

HON STEPHEN DAWSON (Mining and Pastoral — Minister for Environment) [6.35 pm]: I will not take 
up too much time, but I thought it was important that I at least provide some comments on the record about the 
comments made by Hon Jim Chown about Ramelius Resources and the Edna May goldmine. Yesterday I had 
a conversation with the honourable member behind the Chair and much of what he has said tonight in his 
contribution is correct. Essentially, it was not the Minister for Mines and Petroleum, but the Department of Mines, 
Industry Regulation and Safety that refused to grant the clearing permit to Edna May Operations Pty Ltd late last 
year for it to expand its operation in Westonia. The proponent lodged an appeal against that decision with me, as 
the Minister for Environment, and, on my behalf, the Appeals Convenor has undertaken that appeal work over the 
past few months. The honourable member is correct to say that the Appeals Convenor did in fact visit the mine 
site to see what the appeal was about and what the potential implications were. As the honourable member correctly 
pointed out, the impacts related to Eremophila resinosa, which of course is a rare and protected species. 

The proponent submitted that the impacts to Eremophila resinosa could be minimised through revegetation and 
translocation. Unfortunately, the advice received from the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions 
was that although the proposed area contained only a few plants, there were broader implications. The evidence 
thus far about the survival of translocated Eremophila resinosa is that although in the short and medium term the 
species have been surviving, other advice suggests that in the longer term, between 22 per cent and 88 per cent of 
the species in a translocated area have in fact perished. It is an issue that the departments have put some effort and 
work into. 

The honourable member also referred to the fact that during the appeals process, the proponent sought to change 
the area that needed to be cleared. A decision was made that it should not change the proposal during the process 
and that it was cleaner, based on the Appeals Convenor’s advice, that the appeal be dismissed and that the 
proponent again put in a submission. I understand, as the member quite rightly pointed out, that the proponent 
intends to submit a new clearing application this week and that it will again be assessed by the Department of 
Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety. My office and, I think, the office of the Minister for Mines and Petroleum 
have been in contact with the proponent. I understand that there is a commitment to ensure that the application is 
assessed appropriately and that work that has gone on previously will be taken into account as part of that process. 

Departments have to make these tough decisions at various times to achieve a balance between creating jobs in 
some communities and protecting species that are at risk of extinction. As minister, I am certainly well aware of 
the project, as indeed is my department and the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety and its 
ministers. We will ensure that the proponent gets the opportunity to submit again and that the submission is 
assessed in a timely fashion. We will see what the process throws out at the end of the day. I certainly appreciate 
the honourable member raising these issues on behalf of his electorate. Having been to Westonia previously, 
I understand that these jobs are important for the town. Although the mine has not been in continuous operation 
over the past 100 years, it has come back into operation based on the high gold price at this time. Although 
I certainly support companies taking advantage of the gold price, we have to also balance that with the needs of 
the environment. I look forward to the Department of Mines, Industry Regulation and Safety assessing the clearing 
application. Based on that assessment, if there is a need for me to make a decision in the future, I will certainly 
take into consideration the member’s comments this evening. 
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